
 

 
 

 
The Centre for Economic Policy Research and Cass Business School, City, University of 

London invite you to a discussion forum on: 
 

Quo Vadis? Identity, Policy and the 
Future of the European Union 

 
Presentations by 

Thorsten Beck (Cass Business School and CEPR) 
Dennis Novy (Warwick University and CEPR) 

Geoffrey Underhill (University of Amsterdam) 
 

Chair 
Barbara Casu (Professor of Banking and Finance; and Director, Centre 
for Banking Research, Cass Business School, City, University of London) 

 
Venue 

Cass Business School 
106 Bunhill Row, London EC1Y 8TZ 

 
Monday 20 March 2017 

Registration: 17h30-18h00 
Presentations and Discussion: 18h00-19h30 

 
 

 
THE EBOOK 
 

It is no understatement that the European Union is in a crisis, with last year’s Brexit vote and the rise of 
populism across Europe as much a trigger as a symptom for deeper-sitting problems. So where does the 
EU go from here? This volume is all about the re-launch and presents a wide range of often clashing 
ideas and policy solutions to the dilemmas we face.  What common good dilemmas should the 
European Union address and how should it do so?  What should be the balance between subsidiarity 
and solidarity principles?  By including columns from both economists and political scientists, we aim to 
provide as broad a perspective as possible and have as broad an impact as possible to start the 
conversation on a sustainable future for Europe.  The book includes columns by leading European and 
American economists and political scientists, including Diane Coyle, Sergei Guriev, Kevin O’Rourke, and 
Charles Wyplosz. 
 
The aim of this eBook is to focus on the post crisis ‘socio-economic policy’ identity of the European 
Union in the post-crisis period. The emphasis is not on where the EU has come from but where it 
appears to be going, where it should be going and what sorts of difficulties this might imply for the 



success of the EU and its various major policy domains. This is perhaps best understood by focusing on 
the EU’s economic policy ‘identity markers’ prior to the crisis and what has emerged in the aftermath. 
 
Thorsten Beck is Professor of Banking and Finance at Cass Business School. Prior to that, he was 
Professor of Economics at Tilburg University in the Netherlands and was the founding chair of the 
European Banking Centre from 2008 to 2013. He is also a CEPR Research Fellow in its Financial 
Economics programme. Previously he worked in the research department of the World Bank and has 
also worked as consultant for – among others - the IMF, the European Commission and the German 
Development Corporation. His research, academic publications and operational work have focused on 
two major questions: What is the relationship between finance and economic development? And What 
policies are needed to build a sound and effective financial system? Recently, he has concentrated on 
access to financial services, including SME finance, as well as on the design of regulatory and bank 
resolution frameworks. 
 
In addition to numerous academic publications in leading economics and finance journals, he has co-
authored several policy reports on access to finance, financial systems in Africa and cross-border 
banking. He holds a PhD from the University of Virginia and an MA from the University of Tübingen in 
Germany.  
 
Barbara Casu is the Director of the Centre for Banking Research at Cass Business School, City University 
of London, UK, where she is Professor of Banking and Finance. Her main research interest is empirical 
banking, although several of Barbara's research projects are cross-disciplinary and include aspects of 
financial regulation, structured finance, accounting and corporate governance. She is co-author of the 
book Introduction to Banking (FT Pearson Education). 
 
Dennis Novy is Associate Professor of Economics at the University of Warwick. He is also a Research 
Fellow at the Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) and an Associate at the Centre for Economic 
Performance (CEP) at the London School of Economics. He received a PhD from the University of 
Cambridge and works in the fields of international trade, international economics and 
macroeconomics. Dennis has been a recent visitor at the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, the 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis and the University of California, Davis. Dennis was the Specialist 
Adviser to the House of Lords for their inquiry into the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 
(TTIP).  
 
Geoffrey Underhill was born in Vancouver, Canada (1959), and completed his BA (Hons) in Political 
Studies at Queen's University at Kingston, graduating in 1980 with First Class honours. His main 
interests in political science were comparative/international political economy and international 
relations. In the course of his undergraduate studies he also completed the Certificat d'Etudes 
Politiques at the Institut d'Etudes Politiques de Paris, specialising in the French political system and 
international relations/political economy. He received his PhD in 1987 at St. Antony's College, 
University of Oxford. Underhill then taught at the University of Stirling (Scotland), and for three years at 
McMaster University in Canada, before moving to the University of Warwick in the UK in 1991. He took 
up the Chair of International Governance at the Universiteit van Amsterdam in October 1998. From 
May 2003-August 2006 he was appointed as Director of the Amsterdams Instituut voor 
Maatschappijwetenschap (AIM), now split into the faculty's Graduate School for Social Sciences (GSSS) 
and undergraduate College Sociale Wetenschappen (CSW). As of September 2006, Underhill returned 
to his professorship, teaching for the CSW/GSSS and carrying out his research activities as a member of 
the Amsterdam Institute for Social Science Research, an interdisciplinary institute based at the UvA and 
accredited by the Royal Netherlands Academy of Sciences. 
  
REGISTRATION 
 
Spaces are limited, therefore we strongly encourage you to register as early as possible.  
Please RSVP here. 

https://cass.campusgroups.com/Faculty/rsvp?club=Faculty&id=300006265


 

 
Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) 
The Centre for Economic Policy Research is a network of over 1000 Research Fellows and Affiliates, based primarily in European universities. 
The Centre coordinates the research activities of its Fellows and Affiliates and communicates the results to the public and private sectors. 
CEPR is an entrepreneur, developing research initiatives with the producers, consumers and sponsors of research. Established in 1983, CEPR 
is a European economics research organisation with uniquely wide-ranging scope and activities. The Centre is pluralist and non-partisan, 
bringing economic research to bear on the analysis of medium- and long-run policy questions. 

CEPR, 33 Great Sutton Street, London, EC1V 0DX; Tel: 020 7183 8801; 
Web: www.cepr.org; www.voxeu.org 

 

 

http://www.cepr.org/
http://www.voxeu.org/

